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â€œA flower is not a flower alone; a thousand thoughts invest it.â€•Â Daffodils signal new

beginnings, daisies innocence. Lilacs mean the first emotions of love, periwinkles tender

recollection. Early Victorians used flowers as a way to express their feelingsâ€”love or grief, jealousy

or devotion. Now, modern-day romantics are enjoying a resurgence of this bygone custom, and this

book will share the historical, literary, and cultural significance of flowers with a whole new

generation. With lavish illustrations, a dual dictionary of flora and meanings, and suggestions for

creating expressive arrangements, this keepsake is the perfect compendium for everyone who has

ever given or received a bouquet.
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I recently finished reading Vanessa Diffenbaugh's novel "The Language of Flowers." The plot is

both complicated and simplistic: a young girl who has been raised in the foster care system is

crippled emotionally by repeated rejections. She pronounces herself an unloveable throw-away that

has little hope of sustaining any type of meaningful relationship. Her love of all things floral affords

her the ability to use flowers to communicate in an almost metaphysical code that finds root within

the hearts and desires of the men and women to whom she sells her blooms. Like Tilo in The

Mistress of Spices: A Novel, Victoria understands what her patients need but cannot help herself.

Throughout the story, she uses flowers to speak for her and eventually compiles a compendium of

flower photographs with their meanings. In "A Victorian Flower Dictionary," Mandy Kirkby presents a



book of fifty flowers, complete with colored drawings of each bloom, the emotion it is meant to

convey and a blurb that includes information about the plant itself and its citations in literature. In an

appendix, she includes Vanessa Diffenbaugh's dictionary as compiled by Victoria, the fictional

narrator of "The Language of Flowers." In as much as the book is nicely arranged as a sort of floral

Wiki, I wonder how much of the language of flowers is subjective to the author of the dictionary.In

Samantha Gray's volume of the same theme and purpose, "
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